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Engineer in charge of the work on the Isthmus, for con-
sideration, and the Commission and its Chief Engineer
agreed in favoring the lock canal plan. The Secretary of
War also favored it, and the President transmitted the sev-
eral reports and findings to Congress with a recommenda-
tion that the lock canal plan be adopted.

Of this decision the President said in a speech at Chicago,
on May 10, 1905: "I came to the conclusion that the lock
canal at the proposed level would cost only about half as
much to build and would be built in half the time, with
much less risk; that for large ships the transit would be
quicker, and that, taking into account the interest saved,
the cost of maintenance would be less."

The merits of the two plans were discussed with much
animation in the press of the country, and a debate, marked
at times by animosity, occupied the Senate for several
weeks. Under firm pressure from the President, that body
finally adopted the lock plan by a vote of 36 to 31. The
House, which had been known to be strongly in its favor
from the outset, concurred with the Senate without a divi-
sion.

My official connection with canal work began in Septem-
ber, 1905, when at the President's request I was appointed
Secretary of the Commission, a position which I held for
nine years, extending not only through President Eoose-
velt's term of office but through the entire period of canal
construction. The first two years of my service were spent
in Washington and the remaining seven on the Isthmus.
What I write on the subject is based, therefore, on the
intimate personal knowledge which I acquired through my
official duties and relations.

In order to acquaint himself thoroughly with the work
in all its phases, President Eoosevelt, accompanied by his
wife, paid a visit to the Isthmus in November, 1906. The
visit, which was notable as being the first instance in which
a President of the United States had passed outside its
territory while holding office, attracted wide attention and
comment. He went on a war vessel of the Navy, and spent